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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SAN JOSE 5812 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, CS 
SUBJECT: 1977 MEAT PROGRAM 

1 . COSTA RICA AND THE OTHER CA COUNTRIES AND MEXICO HAVE 
NOT ACCEPTED THE VOLUNTARY QUOTA FOR MEAT PROPOSED BY 
THE U.S. ACCORDING TO ARTICLES APPEARING IN THE PRESS HERE. 
THEY ARE HOLDING OUT FOR A LARGER QUOTA JUSTIFIED MAINLY 
ON THE GROUNDS THAT THEY ARE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

AS COMPARED TO AUSTRALIA WHICH IS A DEVELOPED COUNTRY. 
THE ARTICLES SUGGEST THAT THE COUNTRIES OF THE AREA ARE 
BEING TREATED UNFAIRLY IN THAT AUSTRALIA IS BEING GIVEN 
50 PERCENT OF THE ADDITIONAL MEAT QUOTA AVAILABLE 
FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

2. FOR BACKGROUND PURPOSES AND IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO 
RESPOND TO INQUIRIES HERE THE EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE AN IMMEDIATE TELEGRAM SUMMARIZING THE 
STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS. 
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